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Online Worship
God of all hope we call on you today.
We pray for those who are living in fear:
Fear of illness, fear for their loved ones, fear of
continued isolation. May your Spirit give us all a
sense of calmness and peace.
Great God, we pray for our community as many
endure the effects of the illness Covid – 19 and the
current pandemic.
Deliver us from this disease, we pray, and enable us
to grown in collaboration and unity as we face the
challenges together.
Grant a legacy of enduring common purpose in
facing all that threatens the common good.
We pray in Jesus’ name, in the unity of the Spirit.
Amen
John Taylor

Since March we have been producing two weekly
online worship services, one for adults, one for
children and families. As many are still not able to
join us, we envisage continuing this for quite a while

www.churchinthewestlands.org.uk
A weekly online service produced by the Methodist
Circuit is also available at:
northstaffordshiremethodists.org.uk

...or via a phone line
Our main service can also be heard anytime from
Sunday to the following Thursday for the cost of a
local telephone call. All you need to do is ring
(01782) 454883. After an introduction confirming
that you’re through to Church in the Westlands,
there's then a 30 second silence before the
recording starts playing
There’s also a free national church of England
.phone line giving a variety of options each day for
worship, prayer and reflection: 0800 804 8044

LINK
ST PETER’S
Methodist Church
Rev. John Taylor
Tel:- 909163

ST ANDREW’S
Anglican Church
Rev. Andrew Dawswell
Tel:- 619594

www.churchinthewestlands.org.uk

Summer Message
For the majority of us who haven’t lived through a
world war, the last few months have been the most
turbulent times for our world that we’ve
experienced. We are grateful for a period of relative
calm in the UK, but aware that the challenges posed
by Covid19 have not yet been conquered by any
means.
Amidst difficult times, I’ve often turned to a parable
of Jesus which begins with the reassurance
’Everyone then who hears these words of
mine and does them will be like a wise man
who built his house on the rock. And the rain
fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew
and beat on that house, but it did not fall,
because it had been founded on the rock. ‘
A good many will be familiar with it because of the
children’s song that begins ‘the wise man built his
house upon a rock...’
In the parable Jesus doesn’t promise immunity from
life’s problems. Whether we follow his words, or
not, we will all inevitably face storms and trials in
life. He does however offer his followers a ‘rock’
that will remain constant and unshakable, whatever
life may throw at us.
Here, the words of Christ are seen as the rock;
elsewhere in the Bible the Lord himself is pictured in
that way. It’s my hope and prayer that many will
discover the security of Jesus as our rock. Finding
strength and comfort in his presence with us – not
just through the present turbulence - but amidst all
of our life’s future storms and trials as well.
Andrew Dawswell

Worship in St Andrew’s
After extensive preparation and risk assessment we
re-launched weekly Sunday services in mid-July:

Worship in St Peter’s

9 am service aimed to be as safe as we can make it,
with a maximum attendance of 25 and everybody
required to wear masks, and initially priority for over
70’s and others who are COVID-vulnerable

St. Peter's Church Council are meeting on the 6th
August to discuss the possible re-opening of the
church for worship in September. In the meantime
there’s a weekly online service produced by the
Methodist Circuit available and some Zoom options
too northstaffordshiremethodists.org.uk

11.30am service with numbers limited to 40, this
still allows 2m distancing between households.
Masks are not currently compulsory, but there is a
section reserved for mask-wearers to provide extra
protection for those who would value it

Tearfund & Christian Aid

More details, including how to book (which is
currently required) are available on
www.churchinthewestlands.org.uk or by ringing
Margaret (01782) 612009

Children & Families

Naomi Savage, our Children and Families’ worker
continues to produce regular videos to enable
families to worship and learn together at home.
There’s an option also to make a week-long Holiday
Club at home, in place of our usual annual event.
As well as that, our Sunday Club for 3-11’s is
meeting in St Andrews Hall from 11.30-12.15 each
Sunday. More details from Naomi on 07864 127523
or naomi.westlands@gmail.com or on our facebook
page for Families at Church in the Westlands

Although COVID presents huge challenges to the UK
we are aware that it raises even bigger issues in less
developed parts of the world. St Andrew’s have
recently linked with the Rocks family serving the
Lord in Florianopolis, Brazil, who have sent us
several reports and videos,. In addition we are
continuing to support Christian Aid, and held a
virtual fundraising morning for Tearfund, in place of
our usual annual Open Cafe event. Needless to say
the websites of all the relief organisations have
details about how you can help.

